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Ju” CICRETY 


To the Right Worſhipful 
Sir Tho. Cookes, 


BENT L ET, Knight-Baronet. 


S I R, 

Hope You will not be ſurpriz'd, when Tou find 
[| your Name ſet before the following Diſcourſe. 
As it was Preach'd at your Reque/t, ſo 1 think 
T have no reaſon to doubt of Tour favourable Ac- 
ceptance of it ; eſpecially fmce I know ou are 


perſwaded, that the Doftrimes contam'd in it; 


are both ſound and ſeaſonable. 
The Charitable Settlements which You have 
already made, are a ſufficient Argument, that 


_ Tou firmly believe Good Works tobe abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to Salvation ; and Tour very earne/t De- 


fire of  perfeting  Wour more noble Deſigns, not- 


with/ianding the Diſcouragements You have met 
with, Farther ſhew, that You look upon the time 
of Lifgggo be the mot proper, if not the only time 
1s 00d. | | 


_ 


£s far as remember, I have never ſeen -5' 
_ 


ju/2 Diſcourſe on this Subjeft ; and { hearti 
iſh, what I have here ſaid, may anſwer my 
chief defign in the Publication of it, which is, 
that I may convince Men of Ability of the dan- 
ger of delaying their Charity till they dye. If 
Should not be ſo happy as to faction heretn,it will 
yet be agreat ſatisfaftion to me to con/tder, that 
[ have ſo fair an opportunity of acknowledging 
Tour generous Kindneſs to me, and of aſſuring 
Tou withal, that [ am, | Y 
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Honour d S1R, 


each? 


Your yery Humble Seryant, - 


Ball. Coll. Oxford; 
Tuly 11. 1699. 


JOHN BARON 
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G A L. Chap. VI. Ver. 10. 


As we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men. 


N theſe Words there are three things con- 
taind, 
I. A-Duty recommended. 
Il: "The Extent of this Duty. 
IN. The proper Time of performing it. 


 L.' The Duty here recommended 1s that moſt 
excellent:one 'of doing good, to which we are 
indiſpenſably oblig'd, both by the Principles of 
natural and reveal'd Religion. Right Reaſon 
direas us to. 1t, Almighty God has expreſly 
comrhanded 1t,; our bleſſed Saviour, while he 
was'upon Earth, exemplify'd 1t to us, for he 
went about doing good, At. 1o. 38. and he has 
likewiſcaflured us all, who are call'd by his holy 
Name; that we auth; be.exercis'd- 11 it, if we 
defire or. hops at the laſt: day to give'up: our 
Accounts with joy, and not with grief. Not- 
withſtanding the. great heats that have been 
rats d:about Juſtification, ' herein: all agree that 


goud Works are'the':neceflary viſible: Fruits, © 
B where- 


[ 2 ] 
whereby the fincerity of our Hearts may be 
known ; without thefe-our Hope 1s Prefump- - | 
tion, our Aſſurance nothing but a groundleſs 
Confidence,and our Faithabſolutely ineffectual. — | 
For as the body without the ſpirit is dead, ſo | 
"_ without Wor ks 1s acad alſo, Jam. 2. 26. | 


II. The ſecond thing to be obſerved 3 1s the 
univerſal Extent of this great Duty,. expreſs'd 
1n theſe words, Le? us do good unto all men. 
Our Kindneſs muſt be extended as the Bleflings 
of Heayen are, : and the diſplays of our Love 
muſt reach like thoſe of the Sun in the Firma- 
ment, to the juſt and the unjuſt. For we are 
all Brethren, deſcended from the: ſame:.common 
Stock/; and-he:that 1s afar off, as wellas he that 
1s near, 1s (according to the Chriſtian interpre- 
tation of the word) our Neighbour. 

1. "Tis true: indeed} the proud: and all-natur'd 
Phariſees -of old, reftrain'd': the; iſence of: this 
Word, and: accordingly confin'& their Charity 

and Mercy within the. narrow limits of their 

own Nation:: .But::he who: came: Zo j/u/7z/ the 
Law, to ſupply what-was wanting, :and-to ex- 
plaiw what:they by their falſe; Glofſes and all- 
grounded = Bal had darkned and-perplex- 

706. 14-ed'; \He-who was the way, the truth, and the 
x ; life, has taught us-by the Parable of - the good 
- "= Samaiitas taking pity ona Stranger, that fell 
among | 


& + 2 

among Thieves, that. under the Goſpel every 
Perſon, who ſtands '1n need of our relief, tho! 
he be as great an Adverſary to us, as a\ 7e7v to 
a Samaritan, muſt yet be looked upon as the 
object of our Compaſlion and Mercy, and of any 
charitable ads, which he can recelVe, andy Wwe 
perform. 


III. The third thing to: be obſerved 1s the 
proper time of performing this Duty, which 
iS, When and While Te have opporiuntty. For 
though to do good to all Men, be a Duty 1n- 
cumbent upon us, yet we are not at all-times 
equally oblig'd to the exercue:of 1t. - The cries 
of ſome that want, never come:.to our ears, and 
the neceſſities of others may-be ſo great, that 
we are not able to relieve them, No Man can 
be obligd beyond. his knowledge and. power, 
neither will ner be requird.of: him, to whom 
little has been given. The Apoſtle: thetefore 
ſaith, as xe thorn, As Wwe have opportunity, 
let:us do good unto all Men. The old;Verhon 
iS,: While we have ttme ; Dr. Hammond renders 
it,' 48 we have abiltty;; 'Groitus Ins: Note!upon 
the place is, Dum manet hec vita, While we 
are attve. All theſe put together; will compleat 
the fignification. of the Word | for after death 
weicando:nothing, and ant this; Life we can-then 


only: -be-ſaid to have an i»pporiimity offered - 
| wa B-'z 0 
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of doing good, when the wants of others, and 
our own plenty meet together. So that what 
St. Paul here preſſes, from the certainty of a 
reward, which we ſhall reap in due time, if we 
faint not, 1s, That we be merciful afz7er our 
power, and ſo far as we have ability, embrace 
every opportunity of doing good 2//e 2ve /2ve. 

Theſe things being premilſed, that my follow- 
ing Diſcourſe may the better ſuit with the pre- 
ſent occaſion, ] ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 

I. That 'tis upon ſeveral accounts more ad- 
viſable for Men of Ability, to diſpoſe of what 
they intend for charitable Uſes 27 7heiwr Life 
time, than to leave 1t to be GE by others 
after their Death. - 

2. That Men of Ability are in Duty oblig'd 
to do good 2vhz:e they ive. 

3. I ſhall ſpeak of the peculiar excellency and 
uſefulneſs of: thoſe charitable: Settlements , 
which are delignd to promote and .encourage 
Learning. 

4. And laſtly, T ſhall enquire what is. the 
Duty-of all thoſe, who mote-1mmediately. en- 
Joy the Benefit and Advantages of ſuch Foun- 
dations. 

Firſt T am to ſhew that it 1s upon ſeveral ac- 
counts more- adviſable for Mez of Ability,” to 
diſpoſe of what they intend for charitable Utes 
mn their Life time; than to leave it tobe'ma- 
nagd by others after their Deazh. This 


CET 

This Propoſition IT hope to-make good from 
the following Conſiderations : 

I. That 1t 1s utterly uncertain, whether that 
which Mer of Ability leave to the diſpoſal of 
others, be ever ſettled according to their orig1- 
nal deſign and intent. 

2. It 18a greater Argument of a free and ge. 
nerous Mind, to diſpoſe of what they deſign 
for charitable Uſes while they {zve, than to 
leave it. to be managd by others after their 
Death. 

3. It ſhews they firmly truſt in, and more 
entirely rely upon the good Providence of God. 

4. It may conduce very much to the raifing 
of their Aﬀecions from things below, and 
placing them on things above. 

5. By ſettling what they defign for charita- 
ble Uſes 2wh:i/e they /zve, they will in all proba- 
bility derive a Bleſſing upon themſelves for the 
remainder :of their Lives. 

6. And laſtly, The Reflection upon what good 
they have ny will afford them great comfort 
and ſatisfaction when they :come to dye. 

-I, In the firſt place 1t ſhould be confidered 
by Men of Ab:ility, that it 1s utterly uncertain, 
whether what they leave to the diſpoſal of o- 
thers; be ever ſettled according to their original 
deſign and: intent. For a Man's -Will may be 


ſaffed or peryerted;; it may be the intereſt of 
ſome 


LQ] 
ſome, that it never ſee light, of others, that it 
be interpreted quite contrary to the intention 
of the Teſtator. A Son does not always 1n- 
herit the Vertues of his Father, and thoſe ge- 
nerous Principles whereby the one was govern- 
ed, are many times found to have little or no 
influence on the other. If this ſhould be the 
caſe, if the Son's eye /bould be evil, becauſe his 
Father's is good ; we muſt expect to ſee him, 
inſtead of fulfilling his Will, making. a thou- 
land trifling ſcruples againſt it. Either he wall 
except to ſome particular Clauſes of it; or by 
objecting the contradiction and inconſiſtency of 
its parts, he will at one ſtroke attempt to 1nya- 
lidate and 'oyerthrow the whole. Like the. 41- 
Faithful Diſciple, he reckons all waſted that 1s 
ſet aſide for God's Seryice; and thinks his Fa- 
ther's giving any thing to the Church or Poor, 
1S a dire& robbing of his own Children or Re- 
lations, and conſequently a ſufficient Argu- 
ent that he was not in his right Mind. 

If the truſt and execution be lodged in extra- 
neous hands, which have no ſuch mnmediate 
relation to the Teſtator, ' they alſo may 'be care- 
leſs and negligent, 1gnorant and unskilful, Men 
that don't love, or don't. underſtand buſineſs; 
they may diſagree among: themſelves, or have 
private ends of 'their own to promote: : [Theſe 
are no impertinent, 1mpoſlible; or malicioufly 

con- 


_ every thing as 1t. was defignd ; yet the Charity 


| LF] 

contrived ſuppoſitions, as appears from the fre- 
quency of Commiſſions for charitable Uſes, and 
the many Years diſtance between; the Death of 
ſome Donours, andthe compleat ſettlement of 
their Benefactions. 

After all, Admit that none of theſe things 
ſhould happen, but thatithe.Executors, out of 
a ſence of their Duty, ſhould reſolve to uſe 
their utmoſt diligence, 1n order to the ſettling 


it ſelf may. be ſuch as cannot. be ſo employ'd. 

When 1t comes to be put in practice, it may be 

found contrary to ſome Conſtitution of the . 
Realm, or it may. be inconſiſtent with the 
Cuſtomes or Priviledges of the Body or Society, 
for which it. was originally intended. There 
may be ſeyeral other impediments,which while 
the Charity was only 1n 7 heory or defign, could 
not be foreſeen or prevented. 

The Civil-Law indeed in ſuch caſes directs 
very well, that when what 1s given for any 
ſpecial or determinate Ule,cannot be ſo applied, ., 
is may, che diſpos'd of | otherwiſe, - as ſhall be 3. ;. 
thought moſt pes a for the pyblick good. I 
think our Laws likewiſe make ſome ſuch pro- 
viſton :- nevertheleſs it 1s ſtill moſt adyHable for 
Men of Ability, to fix what they. deſign: for 
Charity, 2n:herr Life t1me., :For by this-means, 


if one way: be obſerved unlikely to- take oliee, 
they 


+Þ 


[8 ] 
they may immediately reſolye upon another. 
They may review their Settlement when it 1s 
made, they may add to it, they may correct, 
alter or explain what they pleaſe i in 1t, and at 
laſt leave it entirely to their own ſatisfaction. 

It is to my purpoſe; and therefore I muſt by 
no means forget to obſerve here, what unexpea- 
ed hindrances that Honourable Perſon, who 
has already beena great Benefa&tor to this place, 
has met with ; which though they have crea- 
ted him much trouble and uneafineſs, yet I 
have all imaginable affurance, that his Heart is 
{till fixed and ready ; and I do not queſtion but 
his more diffuſive Charity will in a ſhort time 
be firmly ſettled in Oxford, which he has long 
fince deſigned, as a completion of his other 
g00d Works, 10 beneficial to, and by the care 
of his worthy Tru/tees, and Skilful Maſters, To 
ſucceſsfully carry d on in this County. 

2. The ſecond Confideration ] would propoſe 
to Men of Ability, 1s this, That it 1s a greater 
Argument of a free and liberal Heart, to diſ- 
poſe of what they intend for' charitable-Uſes 
while they live, than to leaveit to be oy d 
by others after their Jea7h. 

Tis certain that God has a peculiar regard 
to the thoughts and intents of their Hearts, 
and 'tts no leſs certain, that that onely: will'be 
accepted and rewarded by ' him; which they 

diſpoſe 


diſpoſe of : 2297 ervdithieria or of IN but - 
with a free and ready Mind : Jr God toveth 4 


cheerful gever, 2 Cor.:9.7. 
Now thoſe who ſeck and cxnbrave every o9p- 


portumty of employing what they defign for 


charitable Uſes whzle they live, do abundantly 
evidence this readineſs and cheerfulneſs in giV- 
ing. Whereas ſuch as leave their Charity to be 
diſtributed by others after their Death, which 
they.might conveniently diſpoſe of themſelves 
whilſt a/zve, ſeem to have a certain ſecret: re- 
ſerve, that the World ſhall neyer be the better 
for what they poſſeſs, ſo long as they can reap 
any benefit from 1t themſelves; and by reſol- 
ving to give part of their Subſtance when they 


_&ze, they do in efte&t-reſolve to give nothing 
while they 7:40. - 


As = cr we paſs not: the beſt Comple- 
ment, and:conſequently lay no-very great Obli- 
gation upon our Friends,by offering themwhat 


- we cannot any longer keep or make uſe of: So 


in the eſteem of all indifferent Men, there 1s 
little generofity'in him , who adjourns his 
Charity, as Sinners commonly bo their Re- 
pentance, not to -a'more-conyentient ſeaſon, for 
the preſent will bealways equally inconvenient, 
but to the very utmoſt extent of. Nature,” and 
at laſtigoes naked out of this: World, meerly 
becauſe he cantcarry his Mammon of unrighte- 
ouſneſs away with him. C Such 


9 i+.. & = 
Such a Man's Charity, if I may fo call it, 
5s ſomewhat like that-improper kind of Dona- 
74.1. tion, which the Roman Law calls, Donato 
> > mortis cauſa. Whereby he that gave any thing 
did it only conditionally, proprer mortzis ſuſp:- 
cionem, in caſe he ſhould dye in his Journey, 1n 
Battel, or of the Diſeaſe under which he then 
laboured. He had rather indeed the Perſon to 
whom he thus gave any thing ſhould haye it, 
than his Heir ; but he ſtill ſecur'd the proprie- 
ty to himſelf, ſo long as he lived, and 1t many 
_ times happend that he lived long enough to 

repent of, and reyoke his Donation. 

Juſt ſo it 1s here: A Man's Will, tho' never 
{o ſolemnly made, 1s during his Lite-time, pro- 
vided the uſe of his Reaſon be continued to 
him, changeable and ambulatory. 'So that he. 
who gives any thing in one, may grow- out. of 
humour, and re-call it by another. The beſt and 
wueſt of Men are very wavering and irreſolute, 
{o that no one knows ' what a Day may bring 
forth. And ſuppole there ſhould be no danger 
in the delay, but that the former ſhould ſtand 
unalter'd, yet @ Te/fament zs of no /trength at 
 Eveb. 9, all, whil/t the Te/tator trveth ; and therefore 
179 that his defignd Charity ever takes effect, is 
not wholly due to his Will and Intention, but 
in ſome meaſure alſo, to that ſtanding un- 
changeable Decree, whereby it 1s appointed for 
Man once to dye. If 


WE. 4 

If you could certify him that be had longer 
to live, and that his Soul ſhould notiyet be're- 
quir'd of him, he would be ſure to hold faſt 
his Poſſeflions. His Defires would increaſe with 
his Heaps, till at length they became capacious 
and unſatiable as the Grave; and I make no 
doubt, but the ſame tenacious Principle, which 
hinders him from reaching out his hand to do 
good, as he has an opportumty, would equally 
influence him an hundred Years hence twice 
told, if we could ſuppole his days to be ſo pro- 
longed on the Earth. Thoſe then afford us the 
higheſt demonſtration of a noble, a large and 
generous Soul, who ſettle their Charity them- 
ſelves; thereby giving glory to God, before he 
cauſeth Darkneſs, before their Feet ſtumble 
upon the dark Mountains, and they themſclyes 
fall into the ruines of Old-age. + 

2. My third Confideration 1s this, That they 
who diſpoſe of : what they defign for charitable 
Ulſes, while they [ive, do thereby ſhew,; that 
they firmly: truſt in, and more entirely rely on 
the good Providence of :God. . © 

The Lord (faith the Pfalmiiſt) hath prepared Pf. 102 
his throne in the heavens, and his kingdomi ru-*9 
leth.over all... His Proyidence extends to all the 
Works of the'Creation, but he1s ſaid to be par- 
ticularly concern'd for. the Children of -Men. 
We ought therefore to lay afide all anxious per- 

C3 plexing 


| [Ts | 
plexing thoughts for tomorrow, and to caſt all 
our care upon him, who has promisd 07 Zo 
leave us, nor forſake us. And the beſt way to 
evidence this our reliance upon the good Proy1- 
dence of God, 1s to make him a plentiful re- 
turn of his own Bounties, and to do good pro- 
portionably to our Ability with what we at 
preſent enjoy. EZ 

We ought to remember, that a confiderable 
part of. our blefled Lord's divine Sermon upon 
the Mount, was defign'd to remove our doubts 
concerning the things of this Life ; that we 
might not be troubled or diſcompos'd, as the 
Heathens were, with fearful apprehenftions of 


future wants. 
We may learn from thence, that our Life 


1s more than Meat, and our Body than Rai- 


ment ;. and therefore we may ſurely conclude, 
that God'who 1s ſo able, and ſo kind as to give 
the. one, cannot be unable, neither will he be 
backward to give the other. We cannot but ob- 
ſerve, that the Fowls of the Air are plenrifully 
ted, though they contribute nothing to their 


__ own ſupport; . and that the Lilies of the Field, 


which do neither toil nor ſpin, are yet ſo rich- 
ly arayed, that they exceed Solomon in all his 
glory. And having ſuch demonſtrative Argu- 
ments of :God's Providence, over Beings of an 
inferior Claſs, we may be very confident that 

| | . his 
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his OT EY eye 1sover: Man, who being vital 
in his own Image, is the perfeQion and maſter 


piece of this lower World. 

The caſe of the Genzzes was: far oaldatereide - 
the Idols they adored were Wood and Stone, 
the work of Men's hands ;- which they ſaw ſtood 
in need of the help and protection of their /0- 
 Zaries, whoſe wants they were ignorant of, and 
{o could by no means be thought able to ſupply 
them ; upon this account it was no great won- 
der, that they were 1o very 1ſolicitous for them- 
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ſelves. But if we, who worſhip the true living _. 


GoD, who underſtands. all our necefiities be- 
fore wei ask, and'has promisd 1n-his'due time 
to relieve them ;1f we ſhould+continue:to dif 
quiet our ſelves about diſtant Events, and fu- 
ture Contingencies, it might juſtly be thought; 
that we 'have/not learned CuRisrt 1o perfect- 
ly as: we ſhould, and that'this diſtruſt of ours 
proceeds from a very great: weakneſs, '1f not 
from a total want of Faith. . And as there; 1s 
ſome reaſon to ſuſpe, that the ſame evil dif: 
truſtful Heart:is1n thoſe,: who defer their: Cha- 
rity zi/ they dye, ſo the beſt method of 're- 
moving all juſt grounds of ſuch a ſuſpicion, 1s 
to be rich in good Works 2hile they /zve. For 
he that diſperſeth abroad,” and 15:glad to. diftr:- 
bute to the: neceſlities of ain gives all the 


World a ſatisfa&tory and convincing Proof; FO 
e 


he firmly-belieyes in God, and entirely depends 


upon his neyer-failing Providence, for the ſup- 
ply of his own. 

4.. I defire it may be confidered by Mer of 
Ability, that the diſpoſing of their Charity 
white they Irve, may conduce very\much to 
the raiſing of their Aﬀections from things be- 
low, and placing them on things above. The 
converſation of all true Chriſtians is in Heaven, 

C.3.2. there they ought to ſet their Aﬀe@ions, even 
while they ſojourn upon Earth. For they are 
but Strangers and Pilgrims here below, and 
therefore they mult not irregularly love the 

. World, neither the things of» the World. '//* 
1 162.2. any man love the world, the love of the Father 
1s not in him. The Friendſhip of the: World 
1s dire&t 1rreconcileable enmity againſt God, 
and an 1immoderate defire of - earthly Enjoy- 
ments 1s the root of all evil. . We cant ſerve - 
God and Mammon.. 2997 
Would we beable then to wean our Thoughts 
from all that looks great and inviting here ? 

Would we be able to raiſe our Minds to an hea- 

venly frame and temper ? The way and means 
hereto, 1s to return our Money into the other 

Mars, World. Lay up (faith our Saviour) for your 

20, 21. ſefves treaſures in Heaven, for where your trea- 
fare 25, there will your heart be alſo. Where- 
ever weare, our Aﬀections will always point 

t0- 


._ . CE 

toward'the beloved Obje&; and whilſt our. Trea- 
ſures are«thoſe of this World, we. ſhall not 
eahily be brought to be intent on-the next.: But - 
if we do *good with what we pofleſs, we are 
then ſaid to /end unto the Lord ; and it will be 
no difficult matter to-eleyate our Defires,. and 
to fix them on Heaven, when once we have re- 
mitted our Treaſure thither. Then we ſhall be 
wholly at leiſure for Divine Contemplations, 
neyer to be interrupted or diſtracted/by any-of 
thoſe Caſualties, which trouble the thoughts 
of the Children of 'this World. There 2vi/l be 
no moth, nor ru/} to corrupt, no ſecret or avow- 
ed thieves to break through and” /iteal. And 
whereas -the moſt cautious and ſubtle Uſurer 
upon Earth 15ſomtimes cheated and diſappoint- 
ed; they who giyecredit to the ſovereign Lord 
of all, need fear no didadyantageous Compoſi- 
tions, no ſhuffling or diſcount : they are ſure 
of receiving their own again with ufury, elther - 
an-hundred-fold in this World;or in the World 
to come Everlaſting Lite. 

" F. It 1s worthy the conſideration of Men of- 
Ability, That by diſpoſing of their own Cha- - 
rity, od will in all probability derive a Blef- 
fing upon themſelves for the remainder of their 
Lives. Righteous and Merciftul Men are the 
peculiar Fayourites of Heaven, and by a ſecret 


and undiſcerned Providence, all AT are made 
ro 
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to work together for their good. Loſe thy mony 
(faith the Son of ' Syrach)- For #hy brother and 
thy friend, and let t not ruſt under a /fone to be 
Io. Lay up thy treaſure, according to the com- 
 mandments of the mo/? High, and it ſhall bring 
thee more projet than gold. Shut up alms in thy 
/tore-houſes, and it ſhall deliver thee;from all 
affuiction.- It ſhall fight for thee againſt thy ene- 
mies, better than a mighty ſhield and /trong 

ſpear, Ecclus, 29. 
As for what the poor Maiſer obje&s, That 
Charity 1s wholly inconfiſtent with our tempo- 
ral Intereſt, and that by doing good:to others 
we ſhall ina ſhort time.1mpoyeriſh our ſelves 
and our Families; 'tis ſpoken. withi+as :mmuch 
eaſe; and as little reaſon, as other Calummies 
are, by Men who dare ſpeak any thing but 
what 1s true,:and do any thing- but -what 1s - 
good. CI] 3) 1 [i [iT ©! — 
The Royal Pfalmiſt was a Man of Years-and 
ral Experience,: when he declared, hat: he: had 
33” never ſeen the righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed 
begging bread. - And: his;Son Solomon, 1ojjuſtly 
Prov.1z Celebrated for his Wiſdom, obſerved, that Zhere 
7 nas that made himſelf rich,and;yet had nothing, 
and there was that made himſelf poor, and yet 
had great riches. And again, that there. mas 
that ſcattered, and yet increaſed, and there was 
Fhat with-held:more than was meet,and it _— 

e 
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ed to poverty. That the liberdl ſoul was made Prov.: t. 
Fat, and he that watered, was watered alſo ** ** 


himſelf. Our Heavenly Father, who 1s the 
Fountain and onely diſpenſer of all Plenty, and 


from whom alone every good gift comerh, 1s al-,, , 
ways able, and does many times reward the :7. 


liberal Man with temporal Bleflings, improving 
every Alms which he gives, like the Oyl 1n the, 
poor Widow's Cruſe, which was 1o far from 
tailing, that 1t increaſed in ſpending, and grew 
more by being conſumed. 

I own this 1s not univerſally true: the cha- 
ritable Man does not always meet with a pro- 
portionable recompence in this World. But 
then.it ſhould be farther conſidered, that when 
it pleaſes God otherwiſe to order things, and to 
fail him 1n his returns here, he has for his ſe- 
curity the Promiſe of him who is Truth 1t ſelf, 
with whom 1s 20 variableneſs or ſbadow of 
turning, that he ſhall be amply rewarded at 

the Reſurreftion of the Jult. | 

And befides all this, if we ſhould farther Gows 
poſe that God, - for the tryabof his' Patience, or 
ont of : very faithfulneſs, /pould i cauſe him tobe 
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tronbled : | If he ſhould fuffer by any common 


Calamity, if any fatal Change; any ſudden' ex- 
traordinary Revyolution of 'State ſhould: reach 
hinz among others; in a word, if: poverty;/pould 


nad fam: like an armed man, iyet he: has 
| D * this 


IS | 
this apparent advantage over the unmerciful 
Worldling, that the good deeds which he has 
done, will recommend him to the liberality of 
others, and the /zgh? affifons, which he here 
 indures, ll procure him a far more exceeding 
and an eternal weight of glory. 2 Cor. 4. 17. 

'6. Andlaſtly, It ought to be confidered by 
Men of Ability, that the Refle&ion upon what 
good they have done, 2 therr Life, will afford 
them great comfort and iatisfaftion, when they 
come to dye. This 1s as wnportant a Conhide- 
ration as can well be, for the thoughts of this 
great Change do naturally aftright and diſturb 
the Soul, which never ſtands in more need of 
comfort, than at the time of its leparatian. 'Fhe 
beſt Men,when they are laid onthe Bed-of Sick- 
neſs, feel ſome diforder within, fome doubts 
ariing concerning their Salyation:;. they. . are 
perplexed and divided between Hope and Fear, 
Nature and Grace. Now the\moſteffequalway 

of removing theſe diſquietudes, and of procu- 

ring reſt for our Souls at the hour of Death, 

13 to refle&t upon what good we have done 3n 
the healthfut and: vigorous part of our Lives. 

: 7im. Alms are a laſting 7oun:4ar7on, and a ſure Pledge 
6.19. of Peace and Tranquillity ; and good Works, 
which: are done out of an unfeignd Faith wm Je- 
tas:Chrift, wall dehver from Death, and'contri- 
1 Pet. $A MES i much to.#he- covering. a multitude: of 
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/ins. ©] do 'not remember ( /ai#h Sz. Jerom) 44 At- 
© that: I'have read, that ever any charitable®”* 
* Perſon' dyed an evil Death; for having the 
Holy Spirit for his Comforter, a good Conſci- 
ence for his Teſtumony, and CHRisr for his 
Advocate, he can with cheerfulneſs commit 
his Soul to God, as to a faithfnl Creator. 'Tis 
a mighty eaſe and refreſhment to him, to re- 
member, that he has clothed the Naked, fed 
the Hungry, entertain'd the Stranger, and viti- 
ted thoſe that were fick and in Priſon ; and 
to: conſider withal, that whatfoeyer kindneſs 
or mercy he has ſhewd to his neceſlſitous 
Neighbour, will be as well accepted by Chriſt, 
as if 1t had been immediately done unto him- 2422.25. 
ſelf. If amidit theſe joyful compoſing Refle&i-40 
ons, the great Enemy and: Accuſer of Mankind 
ſhould raiſe any diſtruſtful: thoughts in his 
Heart, -he can preſently fly for- refuge to the 
Father of 'Mercies, who knows and: pities his 
Infirmities, and who will the rather deliyer him 
becauſe he obſerves his Confidence 1s ballanced 
with Reverence, Humility-and-Godly Fear. 
As for cruel uncharitable Men,: it. is not 
ſo with them-;: at the approach-of Death, when +: 
the terrors of the-Lord ſet themſelves im aray 7 6.4. 
again/i them, fearfulneſs and; trembling comes 
npoen them; and-an-horrible dread overwhelms 
them ;, they are. /zke- the troubled ſea, which 1/a. 57. 
ras + ' Cam 2% 
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cannot re/7. The ſenſual Delights which they 
- heretofore ſo eagerly purſued, -can' now. enter- 
tain or diyert them no more, neither will their 
Treaſures of Wickedneſs profit them in this 
day of wrath. They may look tor ſome to have 
pity on them, but they will find none ; none 
that can redeem their Souls, or make an Agree- 
ment with God for them. . They are left per- 
featly as Men without Hope, which 1s certainly 
the moſt miſerable condition they can be in on 
this fide Hell. They remember that they many 
times ſtopped their cars; and turned their faces 
from the poor and needy, and therefore they 
conclude that the face of the Lord will be tur- 
ned away from them: and as they ſhewed no 
mercy, 1o they are under @ cer#ain fearful look- 
ng for of judement without mercy. The bitter- 
neſs of their Souls makes them long for Death, 
and yet the ſence of approaching. Vengeance 
makes them afraid to dye. TI ſhall conclude 
this Conſideration with the words of the truly 
Holy pious Biſhop Taylor - © Certain it 18, (faith he) 
Dyirg, © God cannot, will not, never did reject a cha- 
Þ 7 ©ritable Perſon in his greateſt-needs and moſt 
_ *pafſionate Prayers. For God himſelf is Love, 
* and every degree of Charity that-dwells in us 
*15 theparticipation of the Divine Nature: and 
© therefore when upon our /Death-bed'a cloud 
© COYVErs OUr Head, and we are enwrapped with 
| R | c {or- 
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« ſorrow, when we-feel the weight of a ſickneſs, 
* and do' not feel the>refreſhing Viſitations of 
©God's Loving-kindneſs, when we have many 
© thingsto trouble us, and looking round about 
© us, we ſee no Comforter ; then we ſhould call 
© to mind, what Injuries we have forgiven, how 
©apt we were to pardon all Aﬀronts and real 
©Perſecutions, 'how: we embraced Peace when 
©1t was offered us, how we followed after Peace 
© when 1t ran from'us-:- and when we are weary 
*of one ſide, we ſhould turn upon the other, 
© and remember the: Alms, that 'by the Grace 
© of God, and his afliftances, we have done, and 
© look up to God,-and- with the eye of Faith 
©behold him coming in the:Clonds, and - pro- 
*nouncing the ſentence of iDMooms- -day, accord- 
© ing to his Mercies, and our: Charity. 

From what has been ſaid, D think 'tis evident, 
that it-is upon-ſeveral acconnts' more adviſable 
for Men of Avilizy to diſpoſc'of' what they in- 
tend for charitable Ules in their Life time, than 
to leave it to be managd by others after their 
Death. TI proceed inow'in the ”: 

_ 2: Second place to ſhew, That Men of Ability 
are ſtrialy: oblig'd' to do good: mhz/e-they 1:ve. 
I ſhall not here undertake exa&ly to ſtate how 
much good every Man ought to do, indeed 1t 
cannot nicely 'be determined. There i 1s a great 


difference. in the Conditions and: Abilities of 
Men ; 
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Men ; ſome want mych' mere, than others to 
ſu upport. themfelves- handſomely, according to 
the Station or Office they are in, or to maintamn 
_ or educate their Children agreeably to their 
Birth and Quality. There cannot be one ſtand- 
ing meaſure of Charity common to all; and 
fince it has.not pleaſed God:under the Chriftian 
Diſpenfſation, to-aflign any patticular propor- 
tion, every Man muſt be-left to the direction 
of his own Conſcience herem. _ All that Fam a- 
bout to: prove then 1s this, That they who are 
able, ought-according to their Ability, todo good 

if they have an opportunity, while they - why 

This will appear from! the conſideration of 
the Cirxcumftances they: are-1n;: and the relation 
they bear-to thedypreme Lord of all the World: 
1 Cor.g. For ho made them #0 differ from others? or 
7 what have they, which they have not received ? 
The. Earth is:the: Lord's, and: thefullneſsthere- 
of ; the richeſt;of: Men are only: Stewards and 
Truſtees under hum, The many Tatents they 
poſes, andall the ſpecial and eminent: Bleflings 
they enjoy above others; ars-derived from-the 
Fountain of: hts-;all-ſafficient and overflowing 
Goodneſs. Therefore they: muſt. be employ'd 
according to; his Will, and agreeably- to thoſe 
great and noble ends-for which.they were origi- 

nally granted; ſuch as.are the Glory of God, 

and the aſliſtance;.of- their Egllow-Greatures. 
And 


And whetherat all, or how far they have-im- 
proved the Advantages here afforded:them, will 
be ſtrictly enquired: into! at the-great Day of 
Retribution. Then they muj7 all appear before 
the zudgment-ſeat of Chri/t, then the Almighty's 
Book of 'Remernbrance will be opened, all Men 
will be called-to give an account of their Stew- 
ardihip, and will be rewarded or puniſhed ac- 
cording to their Works. They will not then be 
zudged: by their bare Intentions, or conditional 
Reſolutions, which through . their own fault 
never took effect; neither will 1t be enquired, 
what .good they have remotely defigned, bur 
what they have actually. done, when they 2vere 
alive, and bad 'an opportunity of. daing it. "The 
time of ' Lafe 18 the only proper | ſeaſon for 
exercifing thoſe Talents they are intruſted with: 
The ting; #be living, they may praiſe God, and 
honour harm wh; their: fub/rance,:butm Death 
wha: remembets;the-Poor 2::or-haw icana Man | 
be charitable in the Grave? . Unleſs therefore 
Men of Ability will be content to. be reckoned 
among} the, negligent or .unfuthful.Stewards, 
etther' among. ſick as hide thei Talenits,-.and 
make'no; uſe at. all.of them; or among:;:ſuch as 
abuſe them to the diſhonour of. therr Maſter, 
they, muſt ſearch out for, at leaſt lay.hold of 
Every: oppartunity of itnproving:them:2vhz/e 
they Hue. | -f\} - 2891. 07 JDSAE- 215 
4560 I know 
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I know ſuch as get all that they can,and keep 
all that-they-can iget,- may ſay'at the laſt gaſp, 
That tho' they have:done no good: 21 Zherr. Life 
zime,yet they have all along reſoly'd it, and ac- 
cording to theſe Reſolutions,their Charity will 
commence after their-Death. To this I anſwer, 
firſt, That Reſolution is in its own nature an 
imperfect A&,and therefore can fignify nothing 
without Performance and Conſummation ; un- 
leſs 1t-be where a ſudden Death, or ſome un- 
toreſcen,irremoveable Impediment has hindred 
it. So that this Reſolution will prove an Ar- 
gument againſt themſelves : for 1f they were 
not convincd of the abſolute neceſſity of doing 
good, why did they ever: refolve-it? and if 
they were, certainly they cannot imagine meer- 
ly to reſolve 1t, will be ſufficient. Secondly, As 
for their Charity commencing after their death, 
[ dare not encourage'any one to dependupon 
it, who night''as:conveniently have employed 
it himſelf, 1 am ſure our blefled Saviour fre- 
quently prefſeth his Diſciples, 7o work while it 
5 day, 1.e. 'whilethey live, becauſe the-Night 
of Death:cometh; when. no: man can work; And 

Mats from that moſt folemn © deſcription of the laſt 
Judgment, wherein he peculiarly recommends 
to us all the-as of Compaſſion: and Mercy, :I 
find no.mention:nzde of refolyinpg'i to clothe 


the Naked, to feed the Hungry, to vifit*the 
Sick, 
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Sick, and the like, nor any great grounds to 
hope, that 'a Death-bed Charity, which mighr 
as well haye been ſetled in the-.Lz7e of the DNo- 
nour, will be accepted by hum. Nay rather, 
upon an attentive and indifferent yiew of<that 
accountiof the Proceſs of :the laſt :Judgment, 
we may conclude, that to him that hath an op- 
portunity of doing good while he /ives, and doth 
it not, to him 1t. will be fin. | 
I would not here be miſtaken, and therefore 

I muſt a little farther explain-my ſelf, which ] 
cannot better do than in the words: of. a late 
Author, in his Pra@ical Diſcourſe concerning nc.51y- 
Death. © It is the good (ſaith he) we do while p 
< we live, that ſhall be rewarded, and therefore ** 

© we mult take care todo good while we live. It 

©1s well when Men, who do no good while they 
* ive,will remember to do ſome good when they 
* dye. Butif God ſhould accept ſuch Preſents 
*as theſe, yet 1t will make great abatements 1n 
"the "Account, that: they kept their Riches 
* themſelves as long as they could, and would 

* part with nothing to God, till they could keep 

© iti no longer. 'The.cafe 1s: -different: asSto thoſ: 
©who 41d all the good'they could while they 
©liped, and when they ſaw they could live no 
© longer, took care to do good after death : Such 
* ſurviving Charities as theſe prolong our Lives, 


"wn" add daily-to' our Account; when ſuch 
E © Men 
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© Men are removed into the other World, they 
© are-doing good in this World ftill; they have 
*a ſtock a going below, the increaſe and im- 
* proyements of which will follow them into 
ke. 14. © the other World. Bleſſed are the dead which 
tz Zhus dye inthe Lord. 1] come nowinthe 

3. Third place to ſpeak. of the peculiar excel- 
lency and uſefulneſs of thoſe charitable Settle- 
ments, which are defign'd to promote and en- 
courage Learning. Theſe I conceive excel other 
kinds of Charity in two reſpects : 

T. Becauſe the Benefit of them reaches to 
the Soul, as well as to the Body. 

2. Becauſe the whole Kingdom reaps advan- 
tage by theſe, whereas ſeveral other kinds of 
Charity terminate in particular Perſons, or in 
one Body or Society. 

I. The Benefits of thoſe charitable Settle- 
ments, which are defigned to promote and en- 
courage Learning, reach to the Soul, as 
well as the Body. To. do good to our Bre- 
thren 1n any reſpect or capacity, 1s very com- 
mendable; but fince the Soul 1s the better part 
of the'Man, 'tis.proportionably a more noble _ 
deſign to provide for that, than for the Body. 
The wants of the Mind are moſt importunate,, 
and the necefliries of the Fleſh may be better 
born, or more cafily ſupply d, than- thoſe of 


the Spirit.” Hunger and Nakedneſs are not of 
{ſo 
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ſo-fatal a conſequence, as Ignorance and Error,: 
and howeyer mean the Accommodations of the 
Body are, that the ſoul be without knowledge 
7s not good. Tis better to be poor, than unlear-., 
ned. This, I ſuppoſe, will look like'a Paradox, 
but I truly believe 1t- was the opinionof? the 
moſt eminent among the ancient Philoſophers, 
who 1n a right ſence deſpisd Dominions, and 
ſlighted Dignities, being. chiefly careful about 
regulating and improving their intelle&tuat:Fa- 
_culties. They knew, that tothaye their Under- 
ſtandings clear, and free from. prejudice and 
error, to be: able to think: methodically, and 
argue cloſely, to have their Wills ſet. ſtrart,-and 
their Aﬀecions' under: the. conduct and» dil- 
cipline of Reafon, ' was a: Perfe&tion and: Hap- 
pineſs, wherein they excell'd thei generality of 
Mankind, -as much as ſome in human ſhape:do 
the Beaſts that periſh:: And here let us fappoſe 
4 Child: to be 'born in'the Wilderneſs, ''to grow 
up to'Manhood without any inftrucion and 1n. 
fortnation;'to have no! notices:of ' things, no 
rules':and*:diretions for- the 'govertimenti of 
his Life: communicated to-hinv by7others; -ye- 
rily-there would not be a more'mHerable Crea- 
ture upon 'the face of the Earth:*-. We ſhould 
find hinsg'dull and ſtupid, frowardand obftinate, 
churliſk>barbarous\and untraQable;' ignorant, 
and _ hating inſtruction, . unable to judge a- 

EY right 
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Suppl. in Pindar, Suminum in doftas favorem 1 
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right, and therefore cafily to be ſeduced ; vain 
and roving in alt-hts. 1maginations, and violent 
in the purſuit of his pleaſures, neither fearing 
God, nor regarding Man, without diſcretion, 
without civility, without humanity it ſelf. In 
ſhort, this mere Auimal of ſuch wild, defarr, 
uncultivated Manners, would be uſeleſs to him- 
ſelf, and an intolerable burden to all about him. 
For ſand, and falt, and a maſs of iron, are 
ea/ier to bear, than a man without under/tand- 
zng, Ecclus. 22. 15. 

Upon this conſideration of the great 1ncon- 
veniencies, and manifeſt evils the want of 
Learning and: Inftruqion expoſeth Men to, 
ſome _have made. it a cutting; Whether they 
were more obligd to them from whom they 
had their Being, than to thoſe who gave them 
their Education. Others, tho';they have not 
gone | {0 - far, i haye yet retnarkably honoured 
thoſe,  who' by:gwiding: and direQing them in 
their tender Years, contributed to the reQify- 
ing and exalting their: Natures. Others again 
to ſhew: their oftcem of Leaxning,: haye;encou- 
ragedand rewarded 1t- 1tthoſe : that haye been 
Strangers, and profeſs'd Enemies: to them, 
Thus when Mexander had:taken and plundered 
7 hebes, he :fpared the Howe rand: Family -2 


O'Cwt 70 exemplo Fn And though the Romans 


{uffered 
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fiffered by the Inventions of Archimedes, yet 13vi 
Marcellus to evidence how much he was con-"-25 
cern'd at his Death, ordered a Sepulchre for a ** ** 
memorial of him ; which being oyer-run with 
Brambles, was reſtored by Cicero after the ſpace 

of an hundred and thirty Years. Many more 
Inſtances of this nature might be produc'd, 
both from ancient and modern Hiſtories ; but 
ſince all civiliz'd Nations are already agreed, 

_ that Inſtruction 1s the very life of the Soul, 
more need not be ſaid to proye, that thoſe cha- 
ritable Settlements which are deſign'd to pro- 
mote and encourage Learning, do peculiarly ex- 

cel moſt others, becauſe the benefit of them 
reaches to the Soul as well as to the Body. 

2. Whereas ſeveral kinds of Charity- termi- 
nate in particular Perſons, or in one Body or 
Society, the whole Kingdom reaps advantage 
from thoſe. Settlements, which are defign'd to 
promote and encourage Learning. This advan- 
tage is much eyery way, we will briefly con- 
fder it firſt, 

I. In time of Peace, which is therefore 
reckoned ſo great a Bleſſing, becauſe of that 1e- 
curity it gives-to all Ranks and Conditions of 
Men at: home, and the free liberty of Trade 
and Commerce abroad. In bott-which reſpets 
thoſe Foundations that promote and encourage 
Learning are very adyantageous and __ ” 

theſe 
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theſe all liberal Sciences are taught and impro® 
ved, and there are none of the inferiour ma- 
nual Arts, that ſerve to provide Man with 
Food and Raiment, or do otherwiſe miniſter 
to the neceſſities and conveniencies of Life, but 
what receive ſome benefit from hence. The 
Maſters of them being enabled by Arithmetick, 
and ſome Rules of the Mechanicks, to proceed 
with leſs charge, and more eaſe and expedition, 
at leaſt with more certainty in the buſineſs of 


their reſpe&ive Callings. . In theſe alſo Men of 


higher Quality and better Parts,have all 1magin- 
able opportunities of leiſure, Books,and Conver- 
lation, whereby, if they are not extremely want- 
ing to themfelyes, they may in due time be- 
come uſeful in their Generation, and capable of 
doing God and their Country ſervice, either in 
the Church, or 1n the State, in the Court, or 
at the Bar. Ina word, Take away thoſe helps 
to Learning and Knowledge, ſuch-charitable 
Settlements as we are now ſpeaking of afford, 
and Peace it ſelf would only ſerve, like the 
quiet-filence of the Night, ' to-lull us faſt aſleep, 
and to let us more inſenfibly ſlide backward into 
that profound, univerſal Ignorance, which we 
now pity in others, and from which we of this 
Nation have not yet:many: Ages been delivered. 
And- then . for Trade and! Commerce with o- 
ther Nations, who are as. different from us in 
their 
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their Language and Cuſtomes, as they are re- 
mote 1n their Climate, I ſhall take the boldneſs 
to affirm, that they may doubt of, or deny any 
thing, who either do not ſee, or through pre- 
judice will not acknowledge how much this 
land 1s engaged to thoſe, who by a right uſe 
of the means and opportunities of ſtudying 
charitably reached out to them, haye very far 
adyanced ſeveral uſeful parts of Learning, par- 
ticularly Aſtronomy, Geography and Naviga- 
tion. 

- 2, Let us conſider how far theſe Settlements 
which are made for the encouragement of Lear- 
ning, adyantage the whole Kingdom, in rela- 
__ tion to War. 'Tis manifeſt, if we would ſucceed 
herein, we muſt not only haye diſciplin'd Soul- 
diers, but alſo skilful Mathematicians, and ex- 
pert Engineers; ſuch the Royal Soczety, and 
the 77vo Untiver/aties have, and T truſt always 
will afford us. Beſides, the Arts of War being 
vaſtly improved, an ordinary skill and policy, 
or a little acquaintance with our own Afﬀairs, 
will ſtand us in no great ftead. Our Generals 
muſt be able to look back and make judicious 
remarks upon the noble Exploits, and cunning 
Stratagems of thoſe ancient Nations, which 
have heretofore been Nations of renown. Lalt- 
ly, fince the end we ought to propoſe when we 


make War, is an honourable and a laſting Peace, 
| We 
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we ought to have Men of Years and Obſerya- 
tion, to deliberate of, and manage ſo weighty 
2 Concern; Men that underſtand the Laws of 
Nature, and of Nations, and the undoubted 
Rights and Intereſt of our own, as well as the 
Strength, the Conſtitution, and Pretences of 
thoſe Kingdoms, with whom they are to treat. 
Now how far theſe Foundations, which are de- {| 
fign'd to promote and encourage Learning, have {- 
contributed to the ſupplying this Nation with 

Men thus uſeful, thus abſolutely neceflary in 

its greateſt exigencies, may be eaſily underſtood 
if we will but conſult the Lives of the wiſeſt . 
Stateſmen, the moſt eminent Commanders, and 

the moſt famous Admirals, that are mentioned 
in our Engliſh Annals. 
I know very well whata hideous out-cry was _ | 
- made ſome years ago by the Quakers, and other 
literate Enthuſiaſts, againſt all liberal Sci- 
ences, all skill in the Tongues, and Hiſtories, 
againſt all Books, but the Bible; againſt the 
Schools of the Prophets, and all Univerfities, 
as Heatheniſh, Anti-chriſtian, Marks of the 
 Bea/z, as deformities, darkenings, 1mpertinen- 
cles, gc. But I ſhall not fay one word at pre- 
ſent to their Te/zzmony, as they call it, partly 
becauſe all that has been urged againft humane 
Learning has been particularly confidered by 
others, but chiefly becauſe the Cry of theſe 
Men 


z 
- 
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Men is not now ſo great, they having got ſome 
meaſure of that Knowledge among themſelyes, 
which before they condemned as rags and 7az- 
Zers 1n us. 

Thus much may ſuffice concerning the third 
thing: I'-propos d to ſpeak of, namely, the pe- 
culiar Excellency and Uſefulneſs of thoſe chari- 
table Settlements, which are defign'd to pro- 
mote and encourage Lcarming. I ſhall there- 
fore go on 1n the 

4. Fourth and laſt place, to enquire very 
briefly what 1s the Duty of all thoſe who more 
immedaately enjoy the Benefit of ſuch Founda- 
tions. 

_ rt, Then, they who more immediately enjoy 
the Benefit of ſuch Foundations, - ought to ſet 
apart ſome time for the ſolemn Commemoration 
of their Founders and Benefaffors, to affert the 
Honour, and report the Praiſes of thoſe famous 
Men, 'who have: been the Inſtruments of ſo 

much good to Mankind,and by whom the Lord 
has wrought ſo great glory. The remembrance 
of Righteous Men [ſhould be always freſh on 
-the-minds of them, --who.;haye received good 
at; their hands, and they ſhould. be telling of 
their Liberality from day to day. As they.were 
-honour'd in:;.their Generations, and .were . the 
glory of: their Times; ſo care ſhould be taken 


-thap their Names; may live for eyermore, that 
F Po- 
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Poſterity may underſtand the noble Works 
which they haye done, and the Children, who 
are yet unborn, may call them Blefled. 

If we look back on the accounts of former 
times, fince Man was plac'd upon the Earth, 
we ſhall find, that zhey 2who have aone well, 
have had praiſe of the ſame. The Heathens had 
publick Orations, and anniverſary Feaſts in 
memory of thoſe who had wrought any great 
Deliverance for them, or who had been the 1n- 
venters, or promoters of any uſeful Arts or 
Sciences. The Jews alfo did Honour to worthy 
Perſons at their Death, and never mentioned 
them afterward, without a Bleſſing on their 
Memory. And the Chriſtians im the ſeveral 
Ages of the Church, have not only had ſet 
Speeches in commendation of Men eminent for 
their Piety and Charity, but haye alfo recorded 
their good Works, that they might be had in 
perpetual remembrance. This they-daw was a 
likely Method of infufing excellent Principles 
into the Living, and of exciting and provoking 
them to an holy and laudable Emulation of the 
Dead. *Since'therefore they: who enjoy: the Be- 
nefit of others Bountyand Liberality, have the 
example of -all Nations to-engage them, and of 
all theAges of the World to warrant their pay- 
Tng "the eaſy Tribute 'of Praife to:their Berne- 


Jacors,' it would be'an argument: of very great 
Ingra- 
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Ingratitude, rf they ſhould ſuffer their Memo- 


rial to periſh, as though they had neyer been. 
All that I ſhall farther add on this Head is, that 
they muſt beware their Gratitude does not de- 
generate into Superſtition, and that when they 
are celebrating the Charity and Beneficence 
of Men, they do not forget to give Glory to 
GoD, who 1s chiefly to be reſpected in all the 
returns they make to his Creatures: For hzs 
Name alone is excellent, and his Praiſe above 
heaven and earth. Pal. 148. 13. 

2. It is the Duty of all thoſe who enjoy the 
Benefit of ſuch charitable Settlements, to take 
good heed that they make a right uſe of them, 
that they fo improve their time, and all other 
Adyantages,' that they may in ſome meaſure 
anſwer the pious Deſigns of their Founders, and 
the juſt ExpeQations of their Country, They 
muſt not think fuch Provifion 15 made for them, 
only that they may with the leſs concern for 
to morrow, /i* down to eat and drimk, and riſe 
up 70 play ; or that the Liberality of their Be- 


nefaQors was intended as a cloake for, or an oc- 


cafion of. Stoth and Idlenefs; Pride and Vanity, 
Intemperance and Diſorder. If they would diſ- 
charge themſelves as they ought, they maſt. he 
Sober, Modeſt; Humble, Deyout and-Indutri- 
ous-/- manifeſting ' by: the whole Courſc:of their 


Liyes and  Converfations, that they-have\a-due 
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lence of the extraordinary Encouragements 
reach'd out to them, through the want whereof 
many Men of great natural 'Parts, have been 
determined to the Spade, the Hammer, or the 
Plough; and ſo their whole Lives being taken 
up in a laborious purſuit of thoſe things which 
are neceſlary for the ſatisfying and ſupporting 
of their Bodies, their Minds have been neglec- 
ed, and they themſelves unfit for thoſe higher 
and more noble Employments,' which a liberal 
Education would have qualify'd them for. 

How can he get wiſdom (faith the Son of 
Srach) that holdeth the plough, and that glort- 
eth in the goad? that driveth oxen, and 1s occu- 


pied in their Iabours, and whoſe talk is of bul- 


locks ? or the carpenter, or they that cut and 
grave ſeals, or the potter that turneth the wheel 
about with his feet, or the ſmith /atting by the 
anvil, who jighteth with the heat of the. fur- 
nace, and has the noiſe of the hammer and the 
anvil ever in his ears? All theſe want that lei- 
{ure and retirement, which are neceflary to the 
getting of Learning and Knowledge, and there- 
fore 1t 1s not expected, that they ſhould be able 
to declare Juſtice and Judgment, or that they 
ſhould fit themſelves for ſtanding before Princes, 
or fitting high in the Congregation. But-of them 
to-vhom much is given, and for whom: /iberal 
Men have deviſed liberal things, both God and 

Men 


Men will require the more. Whatever Talents 
they are intrufſted'with;whatever opportunities 
of Learning they now enjoy,they mult hereafter 
give an account of them, and therefore they 
ought faithtully to manage, and induſtrioufly 
to improve them here, by a conſtant vigorous 
application to ſuch Studies, as may ed:y, not 
puff up; Hill, but not ſwell the Mind; ſuch as 
may promote the Glory of God, their own Sal- 
vation, and render them ſerviceable and bene- 
ficial to the Publick. For really a man may be 


idly and unprofitably buſy, he may riſe early, 
and late take reſt, and eat the bread of Careful- 
neſs, and all this while only labour for the 
Wind, and ſerve no other ends but thoſe of 
Folly and Vanity. - And tis altogether as good 
to all the purpoles of a civil or religious Lite, 
to fold our Arms, and do nothing, as to ſquan- 
der away our time, and exerciſe our Parts about 
trifles and-things of no value. To conclude, 
Not he that knows 94ch, but he that knows 
what is 20/7 uſeful, is, and always will be, 
acoanted the Be/?. Scholar , and the W:/e/# 
—_ 


FINIS 
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ADVER- 


eADVERTISEMENT 


IR Thomas Cookes of Bently, in the County of Forceſter, Baronet, 
g hath built at Promſzrove 1n the ſame County, a large and con- 
venient School-houſe, with a very good Dwelling-houſe for a School- 
Maſter. And by Deed bearing date Zune 2.2. 1693. ſettled on Feofees 
5o/. per An. for ever, freed from all Taxes and Payments, for the 
{aid School in this manner, 922. 20/7. per An. to a School-Malter, 
nominated by Sir 7 homas and his Heirs, and Licenſed by the Biſhop 
of HYorceſter, to inſtrudt 12 peor Boys in Learning and Religion, as 
eſtabliſhed in the Church of Z#7z/and, to be admitted into the School 
between 9 and a 11 Years old, and continue at School 6 Years at 
leaſt; 16 / per An. to buy them Cloaths, v:z. Blew Coats, Caps, 69. 
Io s. per mn. to buy them Books; 105. per 4. for Prayers and a 
Sermon at From/grove Church on the 1ſt of XMay, when the Feofees 
are to meet for managing the ſaid Charity, and x /. for their Enter- 
rainment yearly on that day ; and the 12/, remaining, ro be kept as 
a Stock for placing out the ſaid Boys Apprentices, not allowing. to 
any one Boy above 12/. appointing excellent Rules for the good 
ordering of the whole Afar. 

He alfo gives the preſent School-Maſter 20 /. more. per Av. for 
Preaching a'Sermon every Lord's day in the Afternoan. at Tardebre, 
Sir Thomas's, Pariſh-Church, two Miles from Bromſgrove ; ' ang fur- 
ther, he gives 104. per An. to an Uſher in the ſaid School. > © 

He hath ikewife by Deed, dated about the 24: of! arch, 169y. 
ſetied on Feofees 50. per An. for ever, freed from all Taxes and Pay- 
ments, for a School at Feckenham 1n the ſaid Connty, appointing a 
School-Maſter:and 1 2 poor Roys.. with the: ſang; Afoyances; -in the 
{ame Manner, and under the ſame Rules, with Bromſgrove foremen- 
toned, only fixing Thurſday in FYhitſun-week, for the Yearly Meer- 
ing of the Feofees at Feckenham. 


" Cor. 9. 6. 


He which ſoweth bountifuly, 
hall reap alſo bountifully. 
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